En Plein Air

-

B THE MIDLT9TH CEMTURY, pointers who were moving towards Realism ond

eventually Impressionism — painting with loose brushwork and soft, natural

forms — migrated from painting in the studio to working in noture itself. The
migration to plein air or “outdoors” painting caught on like wildfire in

bucolic seffings like the French countryside or the Hudson River Valley.

A parallel can be drawn with the work of exceplional erehifects of the mid-
20th century and beyc:nd who — thanks to n‘lnnufc:during rechniques e
replaced walls of brick and concrate block with walls of glass, inviting nature
inside. This innovalion tock off in Southern Califarnia and Seuth Florida and
cantinues bo be experimanted with 1o this day. Case in point: the brilliant cen-
figuration of this kitchen in Boy Horbor lslands, designed os part of a new
eanstruetion hame by SDH Stedis, based in Morth Miami Beach.

Acearding to Stephanie Hallen, principal with SDH Studia, this heme was de-
signed for a family that enjoys outdoor living, the intimacy of family life, but
ot the same time loves ko entertain. The design takes full advantage of the lat's

lush greenery, b|un‘ing the lines betwesan the inferior and exterior, .. uc-:ordin-_g

to Halfen, their number one design goal.

A ribbon of glass, both above and below the cabinetry fills the space with
natural light, ves, but also frames o view of the brilliant yellow-green leaves
S of Clusia growing just outside, bringing nature into the workspace. The
kitchen is absolutely Minimalist in detail, with handle-fee cobinetry and
white an white finishes. .. allowing required fittings like switches and elec-

irical oullets to fairly disoppear.
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